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Bobcat Showcase
Diversity Within Our School

Reported by Lizette Nava
   On Monday, December 12, our school held a 
Showcase that was organized by AP Mr. Gary 
Long. The event organized to show the out-
standing clubs and organizations our school has 
to offer. The target audience was eight graders 
and freshman. Members of the community and 
students went to take a tour of our organiza-
tions. Everything was separated through out the 
school. Sports were in the auxiliary gym, career 
education was in the cafeteria, clubs & organiza-
tions were in the main gym and arts & sciences 
were on the third floor. Our mariachi performed 
in front of the library and drum line performed 
in the courtyard. Students within the different 
organizations were able to answer questions 
people may have had and provide information 
about their program. The showcase presented all 
the diverse organizations available to students. 
There are a lot of clubs that students do not 
know we have. The showcase was a great way 
for smaller clubs to get themselves out there and 
recruit members. Staff from central office were 
also present to see our school diversity. The turn 
out was small but still helped spread awareness 
of our various activities. Mr. Gary Long, AP, 
said “even though we didn’t get the turn out that 
we were hoping for, it certainly doesn’t take 
away from our efforts and our student’s efforts 
on representing their respective programs. You 
guys did an amazing job and I am so proud of 
all of you.” Mr. Long also added that he was 
very grateful to Mrs. Yvette Carreon who was 
instrumental in advertising the Showcase, and 
the janitorial staff who helped set up the event. 

Making This Season 
One to Remember

Reported by Ruben Ureño
   In the spirit of giving, clubs at our school, 
like National Honor Society and History Club, 
have taken it upon themselves to sponsor chil-
dren of our community and donate Christmas 
gifts. There are students in our community that 
may not have the privilege of receiving gifts 
during this time of the year. This is unfortu-
nate, because everyone deserves to be happy 
during the holiday season. The clubs hoped to 
bring a smile to the faces of these children by 
giving gifts and making a special memory.
   The History Club sponsored a first grade boy 
and second grade girl from Neil Armstrong 
Elementary School. On December 7th, they 
went to Armstrong to hand deliver the gifts to 
the children. They varied from clothes to toys 
and were donated by members of the club. 
  On Friday December 16th, the National Hon-
or Society used donated funds, by its mem-
bers, to buy gifts for five children that are 
related to a high school staff member. The 
ages of the children range from seven to four-
teen years old with three boys and two girls. 
The National Honor Society was very glad 
they got to help someone from our school. 
   

Robotics showing off their creation.

Members of drum line visiting the welding table.

Jason Estrada and Jorge Elizondo interviewing Carol 
Montelongo, printing and imaging representative.

Auto-body showing off their work.

Lupita Martinez showing off a bunny for Agriculture.

Girls representing Cosmetology.

Project Overcoat
Reported by Joseph Reyna

  Interact Club always helps the community, 
whether it be recycling or volunteering. Every 
winter, they put together a projects called Proj-
ect Overcoat. Interact Club asks people from 
the school to donate gently used jackets, blan-
kets, and gloves. The articles of clothing that 
are donated are given to the people in our com-
munity. Interact Club also asks principles of 
other schools if they know children that need 
some warm clothing. The spread a helping hand 
throughout the district and want to help young-
er kids as well. All the clothes that come from 
Project Overcoat help someone. After they give 
out the clothes, any jackets or gloves that are left 
over go to the homeless. “Through this project, 
we want to provide warmth to the people who 
need it,” said Mr. Alaniz, Interact Club sponsor.
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Christmas Treats
Reported by Raelynn Ramos

   Christmas treats are one of the best parts of 
Christmas.  A lot of people have their favor-
ites and other people eat whatever is available. 
At our school, the five most popular Christ-
mas treats are frosted cookies, hot choco-
late, candy canes, gingerbread and brownies.
   Among these, frosted cookies was the most 
popular. Students said that these cookies are 
their favorite, because they are very delicious 
and get them more in the Christmas spirit. 
Christmas cookies, with milk of course, are 
also what you give to Santa when he comes to 
bring your presents as a thank you. So yes, frost-
ed cookies are an important treat of Christmas.
   The second popular on the list was hot choco-
late. Even though hot chocolate is a drink, it is still 
considered a Christmas treat. The reason people 
chose hot chocolate is because it is warm drink to 
have in cold weather. It warms you up as you’re 
sitting down watching the snow fall…or wishing 
the snow would fall, since this is Texas after all. 
   The last three Christmas treats on the list are 
candy canes, gingerbread, and brownies. Those 
treats are also very great for Christmas but 
weren’t as popular. Candy canes are able to be 
hung up on your tree or around your house, but 
you can also use it to stir your hot chocolate and 
add a peppermint taste. Gingerbread can be used 
in cookies and gingerbread houses. It is fun to 
eat and build with. Lastly are brownies. Brown-
ies aren’t really that popular during Christmas 
but are definitely a treat and enjoyable. Whether 
you like frosted cookies, hot chocolate, candy 
canes, gingerbread, brownies or any other treat, 
desserts are a main part of the holiday season.                                                                                                                            

Last Minute 
Christmas Gifts
Reported by Gabriela Perez 

   It’s that time of the year again and that means 
last minute Christmas gifts. If you’re a procrasti-
nator, then listen up. Pinterest and Youtube have 
a wide variety of DIYs that are easy and quick 
to recreate. You can search “Christmas DIYs” 
and recreate a festive creation or find something 
that can be more personalized. The DIYs can 
be cheesy, but are certainly easy. Some DIYs 
you can find are beanies, scarves, and mugs. 
Amazon is also a great website when it comes 
to last minute shopping. Amazon has fairly fast 
shipping and affordable gifts to buy. They have 
discounts within specific departments, as well. 
It’s not rocket science, so maximum effort is 
surely not needed. However, if you are not crafty 
nor have time to shop, a Christmas card with 
money or a gift card inside is just as exciting. 
Any little gift would definitely make a person’s 
day a whole lot better. It’s the thought that counts.
If you want an something that is easy to cre-
ate, here’s how to make a hot chocolate set:
What you need:
-Hot chocolate mix
-Mini marshmallows, individually wrapped car-
amel, mini candy canes, other treats/desserts
-Mason jar, small box, small bags, sharpie, and 
decorations (optional)
Instructions: 
-Pour hot chocolate mix to fill the jar. 
-Write amount of mix per serving on the jar lid.
-Separate marshmallows, caramel, candy canes 
and other treats into plastic bags.
-Place the jar and bags into the box nicely.
-For a personal touch, you can decorate the jar, 
box and bags.

2016 Moments
Reported by Chevelle Ximenez

    Many memories can be made within a year. Some 
moments can be the greatest, and some can defi-
nitely be the worst. You make special memories 
with your friends and family. Important moments, 
good or bad, are ones you remember for a long 
time. Here are some student reflections of 2016.
   Unfortunately, a student named Jasmine Puga 
lost her grandfather when the year started. De-
spite his passing, Jasmine went to San Francisco, 
California and managed to have an amazing time 
seeing all the water. Ruben Ureño spent two 
months in Mexico horseback riding and help-
ing his grandfather. Jaime Magallanes spent a 
lot of time with his friends and now has many 
interesting stories to tell in college. Richard 
Moreno has worked on a barbecue pit since last 
school year and recently finished. This is a tan-
gible item that represents hard work, time and 
effort. Clarissa Alvarez went on a road trip to 
six different states that included New Mexico, 
Arizona, California, Nevada, Utah and Colo-
rado. Her family goes on vacation every sum-
mer to explore a visit new places. Clarissa got 
to spend eleven days traveling with her family. 
    Memories, good or bad, are important. They give 
us an opportunity to share interesting stories and 
value time spent with loved ones. They also teach 
us lessons that we can use for the future. Looking 
back can help us get ready for what is to come.

“Towards the end of the 
year I have been hang-

ing out with my friends a 
lot more. In college, I’ll 
be able to share these 

stories,”
-Jaime Magallanes

“I just finished my barbe-
cue pit that I havev been 

working on since last year 
in welding. I’m proud of it 
and I finally get to use it,”

-Richard Moreno

Christmas Family 
Traditions

Reported by Evelyn Vidrio
   When you think of Christmas family tradi-
tions, what comes to mind? With Christmas 
around the corner, we rapidly search for things 
to do while continuing traditions we’ve carried 
along the way. Gabriela Perez, a sophomore, 
remembers very vividly what it was like for her 
and her family, last year in 2015. “My fami-
ly and I usually go to my tia’s house and open 
our presents at midnight. Last year, we wore 
ugly sweaters.” Isaac Lopez, a sophomore, cel-
ebrates Christmas on Christmas Eve, “I cele-
brate Christmas on Christmas Eve, rather than 
on the day itself. We had a lot of fun last year. 
My whole family dressed up in pajamas and ugly 
sweaters”. Celebrating Christmas on Christmas 
Eve is very common amongst Hispanics here in 
the U.S. Christmas gifts are opened at midnight 
and Christmas day is spent eating leftovers such 
as tamales, posole, and champurrado. For high 
school freshman, Ever Salas, Christmas is not 
very ‘normal’. “My family and I do the most 
random, yet, hilarious stuff. We go and pop fire-
works early and drink hot chocolate. Sometimes, 
we go downtown and take family pictures. We 
eat Mexican food and celebrate the way I was 
brought up. We celebrate all day on Christmas 
Eve and on Christmas we sleep and play and ob-
sess over our gifts that we received. Despite, how 
corny that is, it’s great being with my family.”
   Christmas traditions vary from family to 
family. Some go all out while others tend 
to not go all out, like Gilbert Gonzalez. 
Who would’ve thought that our own tradi-
tions are very similar to other’s traditions?

“My family does not really 
do anything. We wake up 

early Christmas day, open 
our gifts then drink hot 
chocolate and eat sweet 

bread.”
-Gilbert Gonzalez

Favorite Christmas 
Movies

Reported by Alyssa Montes
   The holiday season is the best time of the 
year to bundle up, drink hot cocoa and watch 
our favorite Christmas movies. There are 
so many different Christmas movies and it 
may be overwhelming to try and chose one. 
   We took a survey to see what the most popular 
Christmas movies were within our school.  The 
top five were How The Grinch Stole Christmas, 
Elf, The Polar Express, Home Alone and The San-
ta Clause. Then asked 300 students what their fa-
vorite movie, out of the ones listed, were. The re-
sults came back and 28% chose How The Grinch 
Stole Christmas (Jim Carrey), 24.7% chose Elf, 
24.3% chose The Polar Express, 19.3% chose 
Home Alone, and 3.7% chose The Santa Clause. 
   We figured not all of these movies are going 
to appeal to the interest of every generation, so 
we asked the staff what Christmas movies were 
their favorite and we received a large amount of 
feedback. The movies definitely change with-
in the staff. It’s a Wonderful Life was the top 
movie chosen by the staff, Yvette Carreon 
(Printing and imaging) said, “That movie sends 
me on a roller coaster of emotions.” With that 
being said, the staff chose a movie that is bet-
ter understood by an older generation. A mov-
ie the staff and students had in common was 
Elf, Marissa Gutierrez from the Life Skills 
department said “It’s a tradition to watch ev-
ery holiday break!” So now that you know 
what the best Christmas movies are throughout 
the school, you can enjoy your holiday break 
with some hot cocoa and Christmas movies.

Bobcat Banquet
Reported by Everette Rix

   Bobcat athletes were honored Thursday night 
with a bar-b-que dinner as coaches, parents, 
and student-athletes took some time to enjoy 
an evening of camaraderie and companionship.
    As coaches spoke words of praise and en-
couragement to the crowd as they dined 
on brisket and sausage. Senior athletes re-
ceived name plaques and Christopher Carde-
nas was named this year’s “Iron Bobcat”.



New Year’s 
Resolutions

Reported by Savannah Echeverria
   New Year’s resolutions are about making 
changes for the better in the upcoming year, but 
where did it exactly originate? It first began about 
4,000 years ago from the Babylonians as attempts 
to right their wrongdoings from the past year. 
 Regardless of the origin, people now 
make resolutions to better themselves 
and the community for the next year. Stu-
dents were asked what their resolutions are. 

“My new years resolution is to be happy, de-
spite how corny that is. That is something that 
is very important, mentally and physically,”  

Evelyn Vidrio 

“Graduate this year,” 
William Castro 

“Improving my softball [skills] and do better on 
my work,” 

Jasmine Puga 

“Spend more time with my family,”
Chevelle Ximenez 

“Improve my grades,”
Dmitri Conce 

“Get in assignments on time to get good 
grades,” 

Yvonne Marroquin

Gabzilla’s Taking 
Over

Reported by Isaac Lopez

  It’s very rare to hear that a freshman 
made a varsity sports team, but even rar-
er to hear that they secured a starter spot. 
   Gabriella Soto, also known as Gabby or 
Gabzilla, is a 14 year old freshman. Since she 
was 5, has devoted the majority of her free 
time to practicing and playing volleyball. She 
was taught by her mother, Veronica Soto, and 
coaches. Gabby’s mother was an example for 
her, because she too made varsity her freshman 
year and has held the leading score in points 
since graduation in 2001. Many opportunities 
have opened up for Gabby since making var-
sity. She is being scouted and has been award-
ed “Newcomer of the Year” by our district.
   The “Newcomer Of The Year” award is very 
self-explanatory. The award is designed to point 
out the most recognized, outstanding, and new-
est player on a team. The award is given to 
both a male and female recipient in any sport. 
   Gabby explained exactly how she felt due to this 
award. “I was obviously excited and very proud of 
myself, because of all the hard work I put into the 
sport and how much time I spent in the gym. Striv-
ing to get better is really paying off,” said Soto.
   Pure talent and amazing potential are definite 
factors when it comes to Gabriella Soto, She 
has gone to games and knows her potential on 
the court. It’s safe to assume that her skills in 
volleyball will take her far in her athletic career.

2017
Reported by Kylie Reyes

   The New Year is upon us, and along with it 
comes new technology, new movies, a new 
president in office and much more. Here are 
some new things coming with 2017. 
   The thing people are focused on, for 2017, is 
President Elect Donald Trump. Donald Trump 
will be taking office on January 20th. The 45th 
president will be sworn in at the US capitol, 
while current president Barack Obama’s term 
expires. Technology is advancing. Next year we 
could have new gadgets such as, smart glasses, 
ranging in price from $1000-$2000, or personal 
assistant robots that are expected to be much 
more expensive.  Along with new technology 
comes, new movies. Pixar is coming out with 
two new movies, Coco and Cars 3. Disney is 
coming out with quite a few movies as well, 
such as, Beauty and the Beast and Guardians 
of the Galaxy Vol. 2. We are also anticipating 
Star Wars Episode VIII on December 15, 2017. 
The excitement does not stop there. The Senior 
Class of 2017 will be the first graduating class 
to complete all four years of high school at the 
new campus. 2017 will be a technologically and 
politically filled year, but don’t feel intimidated 
by all the changes. Look forward to the New 
Year and make memories that will last a life 
time.

Union of the Senses
Reported by Israel Herrera

   From a superficial perspective Miranda Am-
briz, a senior, appears to be a “run-of-the-mill” 
student. In spite of her physical appearance, 
Miranda bears quite a unique and unorthodox 
ability. This ability goes by the name of Synes-
thesia. Synesthesia, is a physiological phenom-
enon in which the brain confuses the olfactory, 
visual, auditory, and gustatory senses. Synesthe-
sia comes in many forms, ranging from tasting 
colors, visualizing sounds and even the person-
ification of letters, all which are possessed by 
Miranda. Her most recurrent type of synesthesia 
is called ‘sound-to-color synesthesia’ which is 
fairly self explanatory.  With this form of syn-
esthesia Miranda can see different colors and 
shapes with corresponding sounds. For exam-
ple the default iPhone ring tone “marimba” is 
a series of “stair type structures with a lot of 
dots.” For Miranda, this was all a normal part 
of life, up until her junior year of high school. 
In one of her classes the topic of synesthesia 
was brought to light. This moment was when 
Miranda came to the realization that synesthesia 
wasn’t something everyone experienced. At the 
present time Miranda is very happy and grateful 
to have synesthesia, she says “I find myself to 
be very fortunate in having this phenomenon, 
this allows me to see a whole other perspective 
of the world around me.” It’s not all lollipops 
and sunshine for Miranda, occasionally certain 
colors and an excess of sound or light cause 
her excruciating migraines. Despite all of this 
Miranda lives a normal day to day life.

The Science Behind 
The Astonishing

Reported by Asis Canales
   Synesthesia is a phenomenon that affects 
4.4% of the population and holds a variety of 
unheard experiences. Synesthesia is the anoma-
lous blending of senses in which the stimulation 
of one modality simultaneously produces sen-
sation in another modality. In simple terms, it is 
when two or more of your senses blend.
   The phenomenon is considered extremely 
rare. It may be developed as you grow older but 
usually begins as an infant. There are about nine 
forms of synesthesia. The most popular form 
of is grapheme. Grapheme is the coloration of 
letters or numbers. This means that every letter 
and number has a specific color associated with 
it. This phenomenon’s discovery took place 
in 1812 and was considered a disease or ill-
ness. Recently, it has been gaining an abundant 
amount of attention. Those trying to grasp the 
idea of synesthesia have a hard time due to it’s 
complexity. The complexity may heighten when 
multiple forms mix. When a person develops 
more than on form, they may provoke each 
other causing the individual to experience a 
prodigious amount of sensations. Synesthesia is 
a phenomenal phenomenon and proves to be a 
very peculiar yet intriguing subject.

UTSA Trip
Reported by Yvonne Marroquin

 On Friday, December 9th, some of our stu-
dents went on a field trip to University of Tex-
as at San Antonio main campus. The trip in-
cluded a tour and admission information. This 
campus has a fully equipped gym, heated pool 
and rock-climbing. The campus also offers 
many different dining options like Panda Ex-
press, Chick-Fil-A and Chili’s. The field trip 
was able to help some students decide whether 
or not they can see themselves attending UTSA. 

Christmas Music
Reported by Melivia Mujica

   During this time of year,  Christmas music is 
inevitable. Whether you’re a fan or not, every ra-
dio seems to be playing Christmas music 24/7. 
Here are the most popular Christmas songs:
1. All I Want For Christmas Is You - Mariah 
Carey
2. Mary Did You Know - Pentatonix
3. Christmas - Trans Siberian Orchestra 
4. Christmas Canon - Trans Siberian Orchestra 
5. Last Christmas - Wham!
6. Jingle Bell Rock - Bobby Helms 
7. Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree - Brenda 
Lee
8. Feliz Navidad - Jose Feliciano 
9. Little Drummer Boy - Pentatonix
10. It’s Beginning To Look A Lot Like Christ-
mas - Michael Buble



Christmas Concert
Reported by Emily Black

    On December 15, our band held a Christmas con-
cert in the auditorium. About 200 people showed 
up to support their family and friends that partic-
ipate in band. Jazz Band went on first at 6:30 and 
Concert Band went on after at 7:15. The band 
performed various popular Christmas songs that 
are a must during the holiday season. Alex San-
chez, band director, said “it was awesome! The 
kids did a hell of a job.” When the concert was 
over, the band received a standing ovation. “The 
standing ovation made me feel appreciated,” said 
Brianna Munoz, senior.    “I think it went really 
well, because everyone played their heart off.”
 I felt everyone’s excitement,” said Miles 
Chance, junior.The crowd loved every song 
and thought the band did a really great job. It is 
safe to say that the concert was a huge success.

Gunpowder

    In 142 AD during the Han Dynasty, a man 
named Wei Boyang wrote the first recorded text 
regarding gunpowder. Gunpowder was original-
ly made by mixing sulfur, charcoal, and potas-
sium nitrate. Sugar would also be used as fuel 
instead of charcoal. After mixing the ingredi-
ents together, a powder called “pserpentine” 
was created. To reduce hazard, people would 
sometimes add water or wine to the mixture. 
After the liquid-powder mixture, it was pushed 
through a screen to make small pellets. Gun-
powder explodes because it burns fast. When it 
burns, it releases gasses that are bigger in vol-
ume than the original powder. There is no doubt 
that the use of gunpowder in warfare changed 
the face of the world. It became possible to en-
gage an enemy from a far distance, and over 
time the accuracy and range improved. It also is 
used in fireworks. So gunpowder also helps us 
celebrate the Fourth of July and the New Year.

Club 17
Reported by Miranda Ambriz

   Club 17 is a Christian club, who’s goal is to 
bring students, of the same faith, together and 
further their understanding of the bible. They 
intend to spread God’s knowledge among those 
who wish to study God’s message to the world. 
“Spiritual faith goes a long way in a student’s 
practical world, such as school,” said Mrs. 
Garcia, sponsor. They hope to build a close-knit 
group of students willing to uplift each other, 
and others. Club 17 wants its members to gain 
more confidence. The club hopes to encourage 
our classmates to be the best they can be during 
and outside of school. This is a club of joy, mo-
tivation, and empowerment. In addition, Club 
17 wants to spread an optimistic attitude and 
perspective about common issues. Meetings are 
every Friday from 4:20pm to 5:30pm in room 
A215.

Bobcats Ready for the Holidays
January 3rd will be here before we know it

Audrey Arredondo, Adriana Torres, 
and Abigail Serna feeling the spirit.

Dhayzsa DeHoyos and Ms. D. Sanchez  
are excited about the break

Emily Black has Holiday Ears. Fernanda Sanchez, Julissa Alvarez, 
and Julie Serna are ready.

Reported by Justine Estrada

NHS students 
in the band hall 
surprise Miss 

Janie with some 
gifts.

A Brief History

Debra Martinez, Xochitl  Martinez Lozano, Renee Rodriguez, 
Anna Neavez, and Martha Castillo wish all Happy Holidays!

Coach Serna is 
proud of his 

sweater.

Mr. Otley recieves 
Xavier

 Gomez’s gift of 
welding.



 

 

M I S S I N G  
Maria Jesus Llamas 

 

  
 
 
 
Maria was last seen at the Poteet Flea Market on Sunday 11/20/2016,  in 
the 12200 Block of State Hwy 16. Maria may be disoriented – she 
also needs daily medication. 
 
 
 
If you have any information please call San Antonio Police Department or the Heidi 
Search Center. 
 
 
 
San Antonio Police Department 210-207-7660   
 
 
HEIDI SEARCH CENTER 210-650-0428            
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DOB: 12/19/1946 
HAIR: Brown 
EYES: Brown 
HEIGHT: 5’2” 
WEIGHT: 120 
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   While on break and after, please be aware of your 
surrounding and look at the people around you. Ma-
ria Llamas has been missing for a few weeks now and 
was last seen at the Poteet Flea Market on Sunday 
11/20/2016, in the 12200 Block of State Hwy 16. Ma-
ria may be disoriented – she also needs daily medica-
tion. If you see her, please DO NOT leave her alone 
for she may tell you she is going home. As a communi-
ty, we should get together and help bring Maria home 
for the holidays. So please, if you have any informa-
tion call San Antonio Police Department at 210-207-
7660 or the Heidi Search Center at 210-650-0428.
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